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What's 
With the Economy 


_ Capitalism has survived long enough 
_ to unleash yet another onslaught of 
economic chaos. So far US capitalism 
has been able to deflect the worst 
effects of the crisis onto the rest 

of the worla. But in the epoch in 
which we live all national capitals 
are tied to the international market. 
Any attempt to escape this fact, such 
as attempts to avert this crisis with- 
_ ing a single country will prove to be 
_ absolutely futile. There is only one 
force in society which has the ability 
to deliver us from the agony of another 
conjunctural crisis of capitalism 
(which since it is part of the perma- 
nent crisis of capitalism in decadence 
will eventually include war). That 
force is the working class. Only the 
working class, the producing class, 
can reorganize the means of production 
on a rational basis (that of social- 
ism). : 

All of the signs which point to a de- 
pression are now present and irrevers- 
ible. TIME reports: 

~ During the first half of-1974 U.S. 
real gross national product, that 
is, total output of goods and ser- 
vices, measured in dollars of con- 

_ stant purchasing power--fell at an 
annual rate of 4.2% vs. a drop of a 
mere 0:4% in the recognized reces- 
sion year of 1970. 

As of June unemployment had risen to 
5.2% or 4.8 million. Even White House 
spokesmen predict that unemp] oyment 
will rise to 6% by the end of this 
year. The consensus among White House 
economic advisors gives a prediction 
of around 9-10 percent inflation rate 
for the rest of this year, with no 
end in sight. 

__ Although the stock market is no long- 
er a decisive factor in the economy, 
i. e., it has ceased to be the dominant 
source of raising credit and has in 
this sense been superceded by the banks, 
it still indirectly reflects which way 
the economy is going. On Friday Sep- 
tember 13, the Dow-Jones Industrial 
Average closed at 627.19, a twelve 
year low. As TIME reported: 

Inflation drives up interest rates, 

~ then money flees Wall Street to 


pushing stock prices down further, 
then the high cost of borrowing and ~ 
he impossibility of selling new 
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The bibecation of the verkers 
can only be the deea of the 
working class itself. 


in some cases to stay alive, thus 

intensifying the threat of recession 

--or worse. 

Investment firms on Wall Street have 
been collapsing constantly, either that 
or merging as the market declines fur- 
ther. Members of the ''Big Board'' showed 
a $49.1 million loss in 1973, and in — 
the first half of this year lost another 
$57.7 million. 

Many smaller businesses have not been 
able to maintain a sufficient amount or 
profit to stay alive and have folded 
alreaay.TIME states: 

Nationwide more than 5,000 business- 

es failed in the first half of 1974 

leaving unpaid bills of more than 

$1.5 billion, almost 50% more than 
the liabilities of businesses that 
went bust in the comparable period or 

1973. Builders, textiles and apparel 

manufacturers going broke the fastest. 
The banking system is also in a rather 
unstable condition. The Federal Reserve 
Board has reported that on an average 
basis banks have 75.9% of their assets 
out on loan. To be sure a good portion 
has been used to finance operations in 
Europe and elsewhere. Referring to the 
Federal Reserve Board's concern over 
the situation, U.S. NEWS % WORLD REPORT 
states: 

on an unheard of scale, large banks 

have met business-loan commitments 

not with deposited funds, but with 
‘ cash borrowed from smaller banks 

and Euro-dollar market. 

It is the banking system which has help- 
ed tie U.S. capitalism and all other 
Capitals together. Banks in Europe alon 
with some in the U.S. (with much less 
occurence) have started falling. This 
reflects the fact that any economic 
trouble in the rest of the world will 
eventually hit the U.S. 

President Ford has declared inflation 
to be "public enemy no. I". Ford's 
economic policy can be outlinea in 3 
points: 1) To try and cut the $305 bil- 
lion government budget, thus giving 
some relief to the tight market for 
credit; 2) Hopefully no wage and price 
controls atéhough they have been kick- 
ed around; 3) will put pressure on Fed- 
eral Reserve Board to open up flow of 
credit. 

The policy of the unions (as. rep- 
resented by the AFL-CIO) is very simi- | 
lar to that of the Ford administra- 
tion. Being a tendency of state capi-' 
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Fora's plans on one point. The unions - 
are upset over finance capital's pol- 
icy of sending available credit ana 
capital to foreign countries. They — 
would like to have capital controls 


reinstituted, that is they want to 


see finance capital subordinated to 
the state. The latest issue of FEDER- 
ATIONIST states: \ 

Since the abolition of capital con- 

trols at the end of January, there 

has been a sizable outflow of funds 

from the United States. Banking insti- 

tutions have been a major source of 
this outflow. During the first five 
months of this year, these institu- 
tions increased their foreign assets 
$8.5 billion--to a level of $34 bil- © 
lion. This gain was larger than that. 
during the full year of 1973. Virtu- 
ally all of the increase represented 
credit extended to borrowers....!'! 

In other words, the outflow of credit 

has contributed a great deal to the rie 

rise in interest rates in this country. 

Most bourgeois economists have offer- 
ed solutions to the crisis aimed at 
the credit squeeze. All fail to see the 
real problem making their suggestions 
worthless. 

The squeeze on the credit market is 
only a reflection of the real problem, 
that of overproduction. As more busi- 
nesses cannot keep up their rate of pro- 
fit they look for loans as a means to 
supplement the decline. The demaa for 
credit goes up, that means the price to 
be paia for credit (measured by interest 
rates) goes up. To keep up with this de- 
mand central banks start putting more 
and more money into circulation, there- 
fore inflating the currency (inflation 
is pushed in progress). 

The crisis is caused by the competi- 
tion for markets and the fall in the 
rate of profit which is caused by ov- 
erproduction. But how aiid this crisis 
of overproduction occur? 

In 1914 capitalism reached the peak 
of its aevelopment as it incorporated 
the whole world into the international 
market. Thus capitalism could only re- 
alize surplus-value (make sales and in- 
vestments) within a limited scope. There 
is only so much surplus-value that can _ 
be realizea through society, and there | 
is also a aefinite amount that the cap- 


- italists need to realize in order to 


remain capitalists. Capitalism is not 
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A Closer Look At Cyprus 
In the past 8 weeks Cyprus has been turnea into a slaugh- 


terhouse. In addition to the thousands killed on the bat- 
tlefields, hundreds of unarmed civil ians--Greek and Turk- 


_ish--have been killed in their villages and cumped into un- 


marked graves. Hardly a day passes without the revelation. 
of a new and more grisly atrocity. More than a third of Cy- 
prus' 650,000 people are already refugees and each day the 
number grows. Meanwhile, thousands of Turkish Cypriots are 
the hostages of the Greek Cypriot National Guard in the 
ghettoes of Paphos, Limassol, and Larnarca. In the Northern 
third of the island occupied by the Turkish army, Turkish 
peasants from the mainland are already being brought in to 
replace the masses of Greek Cypriots who have fled. In ad- 
dition to expelling tens of thousands of Greeks from the 
area under their control the Turkish army is holding thou- 
sands of Greek men between the ages of 18 and 65 in concen- 
tration camps (some of these hostages have already been 
sent to camps on the Turkish mainland). 

While it is Greek and Turk who fight and die, the war in 
Cyprus is an integral part of the struggle between Russian 
and American imperialism for control of the Eastern Mediter- 
ranean. In the absence of an international proletarian rev- 
olution, it is Russia and the US who will decide the fate 
of Cyprus. The destruction in Cyprus, the overthrow of the 
Makarios regime on July 15, the Turkish invasion on July 20 
and the simultaneous fall of the Greek junta and its Cypriot 
puppet Mr. Sampson, and the effective partition of Cyprus 
which followed represent a provisional triumph for American 
imperialism in its effort to secure its domination over the 
eastern Mediterranean and to significantly weaken Russian 
imperialism in that part of the world. 

Cyprus is a floatong air base which dominates the sea and 
air routes between Europe and the Middle East. In the past 


20 years: it has twice been a staging area for invasions of 


the Middle East. In 1956 it was the staging ground for the 
Anglo-French invasion of the Suez canal. Two years later it 
served as a base for the Anglo-American intervention in Leb- 
anon and Jordan. The difficulties the Americans had in sup- 
plying the Israeli army during the Yom Kippur war were an 
eloquent demonstration of the importance of a secure base 
from which American imperialism could operate in the east- 
ern Mediterranean. The Russiand are no less aware of the 
strategic importance of Cyprus, a point which has been re- 
inforcea by the fragile state of their Egyptian air and na- 
val bases. : 

It is only possible to understand the latest events in 
Cyprus by looking at the overall objectives which Russian 
and American imperialism have pursued with respect to the 
island. Since 1960 when Cyprus became independent the Rus- 
sians have sought to prevent any attempts at union with 
Greece or a Turkish inspired partitien of the island, while 
at the same time seeking the removal of British military 
bases and the neutralization of Cyprus. American imperial - 
ism, on the other hand, has sought the incorporation of Cy- 
prus within the NATO alliance which could best be brought 
about through a defacto partition of the island between 
Greece and Turkey. 

Over the past year the pronounced drift of the Makarios 
regime towards neutralism made it imperative that the US 
act quickly to remove Makarios and impose a more tractable 
regime on the island. While the Cypriot treaty of indepen- 
dence had given Britain sovereignty over her two military 
bases on the island, the Makarios regime had denied the use 
of these bases to the US or the NATO alliance. The Labour 
government's review of British defense policy has raised 
the possibility of a British pullout from her Cypriot bases 
at which point the bases woula revert to Cypriot control 
and be denied to the Western alliance. Makarios' visit to 
Russia and his projected trip to five Eastern European 
countries were an indication of the drift of Cypriot fore- 
ign policy. On Cyprus itself Makarios had become increas- 
ingly dependent on the support of Akel (the Cypriot Commun- 
ist Party). The archbishop had organized a paramilitary Pol 
Police Tactical Reserve which was heavily infiltrated by 
Akel and which was intenaed to give Makarios undisputed 
military control within Cyprus itself. The last move neces- 
sary in order to impose a neutralist policy was the removal 
of the mainland Greek officers who controlled the Cypriot 
national guard and who could prevent any moves directed 
against NATO. It was Makarios' demand that the Greek gov- 
ernment remove its 650 officers from Cyprus that set the 
stage for the coup. 

-In plotting the overthrow of archbisheép Makarios the 
Greek junta was fully aware that it would have the support 
of the Americans. Where the junta miscalculated, however, 
was in its assumption that the US would tolerate or support 
Cyprus' union with Greece. Even if the Americans were so 
enamored with the Greek junta that they woula favor its ex- 
tension to Cyprus, the Americans could not have prevented a 
Turkish invasion of the island. The Turks had always made 
it clear that they could under no conditions tolerate an- 
other Greek military base so close to the Turkish mainland 
and that even at the risk of breaking up the NATO alliance 
the Turks woulg have to act to prevent a Greek takeover. In 
any choice between Greece and Turkey, the greater strategic 
and military importance of the latter would have dictated 
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American policy. Moreover, the past year has been one of 
growing American disenchantment with the Greek junta. The 
refusal of the junta to allow American aircraft to fly over 
Greek territory in order to provision the Israeli army dur- 
ing the Yom Kippur war (while allowing the Russians to ov- 
erfly their territory), the growing weight of extreme na- 
tionalist and neutralist elements within the Greek army 
(the "Qaddafists'') and difficulties over American air and 
naval bases in Greece had all led to a pronounced change 
in the American attitude towards the junta. To this was 
-added the growing disenchantment of the leading sectors of 
the Greek bourgeoisie with the junta. The. deepening econ- 
omic crisis, a burgeoning trace deficit, and a 32% rate of 
inflation had already sparked revolts amongst the students 
and petty bourgeoisie and was leading to a confrontation 
with the proletariat. Under such conditions the dominant 
sectors of the Greek bourgeoisie and American capital were 
convinced that a more ''democratic'' regime was necessary in 
order to prevent social upheavals and divert the nascent 
workers! movement. 

When the Turkish army invaded Cyprus on July 20, the 
Turks had American assurances that military aid would not 
be cut off so long as the war was limited to Cyprus itself. 
The Russians, who were powerless to intervene militarily 
without setting off a wider war and who desperately wanted 
the restoration of the Makarios regime, were put in the un- 
comfortable position of supporting Turkish intervention in 
the hopes that it would lead to the restoration of the sta- 
tus quo. The Turks had no intention of bringing Makarios 
back to power, though. Once Makarios had left the island 
and his paramilitary force had been crushed there was lit- 
elt the Russians could do to directly infiuence the course 
of events. The Ankara regime, far from protecting the in-— 
dependence of Cyprus, was determined to turn at jieast part 
of the island into Turkey's 68th province, a solution which 
had the full support of American imperialism. 

The Greek junta, which was militarily incapable of inter- 
vening in Cyprus without American logistical support and 
air cover, could only prepare for war with Turkey in Thrace. 
The Americans made it clear that in case of a Greek attack 
on the Turks the US would cut off all military aid to 
Greece, and to make the point even clearer, halted a ship- 
ment of aircraft which were already on their way to Greece. 
Incapable of resisting the Turks, and faced with the humi- 
liation of a Turkish occupation of Cyprus which they were 
powerless to prevent, the Greek junta bowed to the inevi- 
table and handea over power to the authentic representative 
of the Greek bourgeoisie, Constantine Karamanlis. Within 
a few days time the Greek junta and its Cypriot puppet had 
given way to staunchly pro-American regimes led by Karaman- 
lis in Greece and Clerides (the leader of the center-right) 
in Cyprus. The Americans had averted a war between their 
two NATO allies and at the same time imposed a ''democratic!! 
regime in Athens, which woula take the necessary steps to 


deal with the economic crisis and impose a government of 
"national unity". The official left immediately gave its 
wholehearted support to the Karamanlis regime. The Moscow- 
line Communist Party said it was the duty of all democra- 
tic forces to unite; the diss ident''Greek Communist Party 
of the Interior" urged its supporters to support the gov- 
ernment during the Cyprus emergency; the United Democratic 
Left expressed its regret at being excluded from the gov- 
ernment but spoke of the "imperative need'' to help Mr. Kar- 
amanlis; Mikis Theodorakis, who is preparing to form a 
third Communist Party, announced that Karamanlis had his 
fullest backing during the crisis. 

The Turkish occupation of the northern third of Cyprus 
and a weak Cypriot government in the other two thirds, de- 
pendent on the US to prevent further Turkish inroads, is a 
guarantee that Cyprus will remain within the framework of 
the NATO alliance. That the Turks have no intention of 
withdrawing from most of the areas that they have occupied 
has been made abundantly clear. Turkish civil servants, en- 
gineers, and Turkish Cypriots do not need passports for the 
trip between the mainland and Cyprus. One third of Cyprus 
is now a Turkish province, in fact if not in namel 

There is, however, already a threat to the new Amer ican- 
inspired order in the Eastern Mediterranean. If, because or 
Turkish intransigence, the Americans are unable to impose a 
partition which is acceptable to the Greeks, a protracted 
guerilla war carried on by the Greek Cypriots could give 
the Russians the opportunity to arm, finance, and control 
the guerillas and their "national liberation struggle’. Am- 
erican diplomacy will now be directea towards finding a 
solution which the new Greek and Greek Cypriot regimes can 
at least tolerate so as to prevent the danger of a guerilla 
war and the opportunities which it would provide for Rus- 
sian imperialism to intervene in Cyprus. 

In the mass graves of civilians which are daily being un- 
erathed in Cyprus we can see the end product of the nation- 
alism which the "left" has preached for a generation, and 
in these same mass graves we can see the only future cap- 
italism has in store for us--they are one and the same. 

--by MacIntosh (INTERNATIONALISM) 
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. The following article is reprinted 
from the May 1974 issue of WORLD REV- 
OLUTION published in Great Britain. 


THE MINERS 
In terms of overt conflict, 1973 
a Saw a considerable reduction in mil- 


jitancy. In just one year the number 
of strike days fell from approximate- 
ly 24 million to 7,173,000, not much 
above the 1969 level. And yet in that 
-—- year inflation rocketed up to over 
. 10%, a figure previously associated 
with unstable "third worla'' economies. 
This indicates a significant attenua- 
tion in militancy compared to previous 
_ years, noticeably in the industrial 
‘sectors, although within this overall 
tendency there was increased activity 
- among workers previously considered 
"passive, for example firemen and 
ambulancemen. There were also massive 
numbers of wage settlements within 
Phase 3, especially in December/Janu- 
ary. There was no class-wide response 
at all to the three-day week, and des- 
_. pite specific exceptions, there ap- 
pears to have been widespread shopfloor 
cooperation (including Saturday working 
on flat time) with unanticipated high 
levels of output sustainea. The only 
_—- prominent militant action from the in- 
dustrial section of the class has come 
from the miners; but although their ac- 
tion stood out from the general quie- 
scence of the class, it too was sub- 
ject to severe limitations. 
The 1966 National Power Loading Ag- 
_ reement between the National Coal 
os Board and the National Union of Mine- 
workers was a progranme to improve 
control over wage costs in the indus- 
try. This involved a CUT, in real and 
cash terms, of the wages of about one- 
fifth of the workers in the industry 
to help bring wage rates across the 
country into line. In return, a prom- 
ise was made that before the end of 
1971 there would be an attempt to 
bring all wage levels up to help com- 
Pensate for the wage drops. Not sur- 
- prisingly, resentment has been rife 
__ through the industry since then. On 
two occasions, in 1969 and 1970, wila- 
cats had nearly half the work force 
out, each time against settlements 
made by the NUM; during the struggle 
in November 1970, Daly, the NUM gen- 
eral secretary, even had to be defend- 
ed _ by the police from angry miners out- 
side the union headquarters. The 1972 
strike had to happen, and happrn of fi- 
cially; it was the only way militancy 
coula be channelled and still leave the 
NUM with any credibility at all. But 
_ the deepening of the crisis between the 
1972 strike settlement and the end of 
last year eroded the increases the min- 
ers had made. Through the autumn of 
last year the build-up of rank and file 
_ pressure demandea action. The union 
tried to sap this drive using overtime 
bans and delaying tactics ligitimized 
with endless "negotiations"; the miners 
coula be contained no longer and, fol- 
lowing an 81% ballot, a strike was fi- 
nally called. The Conservative govern- 
ment responded with a general election 
on a "who governs Britain?" platform 
and hag the NUM president, Gormley, had 
his way, the strike would have been 
called off in anticipation of a Labour 
victory. However, a number of pits 
came out on strike, demanded his re- 
signation, and his suggestion was ig- 
 nored. 
In the main, though, the union man- 
aged to keep control over the situa- 
tion. As in the 1972 strike there was 
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no strike pay and in tune with the gov- 
ernment's legalistic blusterings there 
were to be no mass pickets: other un- 
ions were to be "relied on'' to respect 
the picket lines, and in fact there was 
no repetition of the militant picketing 
which characterisea the 1972 strike. 
The unions had learnea the lesson of 
the confrontation at the Saltiey Coke 
Depot, where mass pickets linked the 
miners to the local workforce on a rank 
and file basis against the police. 

The conciliatory and "responsible! 
tactics of the traae unions were them- 
selves part of a general strategy of 


reconciliation which the ruling class 
and its trade union faction were to 
follow throughout the strike. Indeed 
the miners almost suffocated in the 
syrup of goodwill poure on them. With- 
in a few days of the strike beginning 
there was no one left fighting them 

in any serious way. It was hard to 
believe that the strike was not al- 
ready over. The government showed that 
“errors" found in the arithmetic which 
determines the miners' relativity pos- 
ition strengthened their case. Even 
Ezra, the NCB chairman, testified for 
them. During the election campaign, 
supposedly called because of the min- 
ers' obduracy, the issue was hardly 
mentioned by the media beyond the 
first week of the strike. So if ev- 
eryone acknowledged that the miners 
were going to get, and shoula get, 
what they asked for, then what was it 
all about? 

The miners issue hassbeen the focus 
of a systematic effort to reduce the 
national wage bill; this in turn is 
part of a wider effort to shore up a 
less and less competitive British cap- 
ital. As the militancy of other sec- 
tors of the class diminished so the 
miners were left alone to face the 
government. Using the relativities 
bluff the Conservative government not 
only made the notion of a "'fixed!! 
wage bill acceptable but also strove 
to create a consensus that wage curbs 
were necessary and even fair because 
"special cases'! would be recognised. 
The testimony of the other unions to 
the Relativities Board gave credibil- 
ity to this bluff. In this way the 
miners' case has been used to get the 
whole working class in line. Only a 
class-wide action could have avoidea 
this, but given the present level of 
consciousness in the class, such ac- 
tion was extremely unlikely. 

- Such wage-gouging is essential for 
British capital if it is to retain 
serious competitiveness on the world 
market. Relativities will be used to 
aid this process by pitting sections 
of workers against each other - a wea- 
pon of mystification bought for the 
price of the miners' wage claim. But 
whatever mechanisms are used, and what- 
ever upturns and downturns there are 

in the British sector of the world 
economy, the irreversibility of this 
crisis will demand that the capital- 
ists attack working class living stan- 
dards even more. 

THE ELECTION: CARNIVAL OF CAPITAL 

Elections within bourgeois democracy 
have a definite function. They provide 
a point of fixation to divert the at- 
tention of the class away from the 
fundamental social relationships which 
determine its condition, and into the 
dead-end choice between different bour- 
geois factions. While participating in 
elections the class is atomised; since 
members of the class can only vote or 
abstain as isolated individuals their 
class identity is obscured. The class 
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Part Three 


cannot express itself in this way AS A 
CLASS. 

One of the lies put forward by all 
kinds of "left" apologists of capital 
concerns the ludicrous notion that the 
Labour Party is some kind of workers! 
party; or at least that it defends the 
interests of the working class more 
than the Conservatives. Since its foun- 
dation as a fragment of a degenerating 
Social Democracy the Labour Party has 
always behaved consistently with its 
real nature: a faction of capital. It 
has helped mobilise the working class 
for slaughter in imperialist wars, 
smashed strikes and lowered workers! 
living standards whenever necessary - 
all with a so-called working class id- | 
ecological garnish. 

Credence is given to this party (and 
therefore to parliamentarism and re- — 
formism) not only by the unions but al- 
so by the "left" factions and parties 
who once again have been shrieking for 
the return of a Labour government - 
supported critically of course. The 
grounds for this position vary from 
party to party. The Workers Revolu- 
tionary Party wants to take the class 
through the experience just one more 
time in order to "expose" the Labour 
Party leadership. International So- 
cialists want to "avoid a swing to the 
right"; at the same time they preach 
for more nationalisation since this is 
supposed to be an encroachment on the 
power of capital in today's crisis. The 


“Communist Party mouthpiece, McGahey, 


says what is needed is a Labour Party 
committed to radical policies for a 
massive redistribution of wealth in 
Britain. Not content to leave Parlia- 
ment to the Labour Party, however, 
the CPGB, International Marxist Group 
and the WRP all fielded their own 
candidates. 

The argument that one government can 
‘manage'! the economy better than an- 
other is fatuous. Each might put a rec- 
ognisable signature to their adminis- 
tration but that is all; they cannot 
negate the fundamental social relation- 
ship and its consequent laws. During 
the election campaign none of the ma- 
jor parties offered anything but a 
little less austerity and a little 
"firmer"! government than the others. 

It would appear that Heath, Wilson and 
Thorpe have a better grasp of what 
capitalism has in store than their 
blinkered class brothers of the "left''. 

Another reason advanced for parti- 
cipation in elections is that the 
class can fight through parliament for 
the "defence of basic rights". But 
what does this really mean? Campaigns 
for the "defence of basic rights" with- 
in the framework of bourgeois legality 
are not only useless but reactionary. 
Organisation for struggle on those 
lines no longer comes out of the class; 
it is injected from bourgeois organi- 
sations, left parties and agencies 
such as the TUC. Struggles within Par- 
liament or in the law courts are them- 
selves mystifications. If power were 
a matter of legality, then what does 
the bourgeoisie really need over and 
above the whole arsenal of laws it 
already has? The only achievement of 
yet another law - besides the Indus- 
trial Relations Act, the Official 
Secrets Act, the Conspiracy Act and 
the Emergency Powers Act - would be 
to give members of the Monday Club 
wet dreams. 

What in reality enables the law to 
+ yy yy . eoatinued on page 7 
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SECOND WORLD CONGRESS 

By the time the Second World Con- 
gress of the Communist International 
was convened in Moscow on July 19, 
1920, the immaturity of the CI and 
its inability to break completely 
with the tactics of Social -Democracy 
were being demonstrated. Already the 
theses and resolutions adopted by the 
CI were putting forth positions that 
would lead to the eventual degenera- 
tion of the International if not cor- 
rected. 

Much of what was passed at the Sec- 
ond Congress was self-contradictory. 
It represented an attempt to come to 
grips with the changes foisted upon 
society by the war and the change in 
the epoch. Confusion and contradiction 
* coulda be seen in the resolutions on the 
trade union and parliamentary questions 
in particular. 

_ For instance, at one point the "Theses 
on the Trade Union Movement, Factory 
Councils, and the Communist Interna- 
tional" states 

++-The trade unions, which catered 

primarily for the skillea and best- 

paid workers, who were limited by 
their craft narrowness, bound by the 
bureaucratic machinery which cut 

them off from the masses, and misled 

by their opportunist leaders, have 

betrayed not only the cause of sociai 
revolution, but even the cause of the 
struggle for an improvement in the 
conditions of life of their own mem- 
bers.... : 
However, the Theses go on to demand” 
that Communists join and build unions 
because workers want to fight capital 
and are joining the unions. However, 
the task of communists would have been 

(and still is) to make clear to the 
militant workers that their fight can 
be successfully waged only OUTSIDE the: 

unions, on the basis of factory commit- 
tees, workers' councils and the gener- 
alized struggle of the class as a whole 
against capital as a whole. The strug- 
gle must be a struggle for political 
power, not simply higher wages which 
will be quickly eroded by the capital- 
ist crisis. 

By demanding that the communist work- 
ers struggle to "take over'' the un- 
ions, the CI was adapting to the self- 
same illusions which the working class 
had in the unions and which the commun- 
ists should be fighting to combat, by 
COUNTERPOSING workers' councils as a 
means of class struaqgle to the unions 
which are a force for negotiation and 
class collaboration. In fact, the idea 
that the unions represented a proletar-. 
ian instrument of any sort stands in 
contradiction to the Manifesto adopted 
the year previous: ; 

The old parties, the old trade un- 
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ions, have in the persons of their 
leaders proved incapable of carrying 
out, even of understanding, the 
tasks presented by the new epoch. 
The CI attitude toward parliament was 
as confused as its view of the unions, 
if not morese. Thus, the ''Theses on 
Communist Parties and Parliament" 
could say in one places 
For communists, parliament today 
can in no circumstances serve as the 
centre of the struggle for reforms, 
for improving the lot of the working 
class, as it did at certain times in 
the preceding epoch. The centre of 
gravity of political life has now 
been completely and finally removed 
beyond the confines of parliament. 
And turn right around and state in 
the next paragraph: 

At the same time however the revolu- 
tionary general staff of the working 
class has a strong interest in having 
reconnafsance units in the parlia- 
mentary institutions of the bourgeoi- 

sie, to facilitate the work of de- 

struction.... 
Such an argument has no basis in fact. 
Bourgeois parties must also be de- 
stroyed, why didn't the CI call for 
mass entrism into the political par- 
ties of the bourgeoisie so as to ''fa- 
cilitate the work of destruction''? 

_ (It did call for entrism inte the Bri- 
tish Labour Party, but under the il- 
lusion that the BLP was a working 
class party). The executive branch of 
government which from 1914 had emerged 
as the stronger state organ must also 
be smashed. Why not seek cabinet port. 
folios "to facilitate the work of de- 
struction? What the CI did not under- 
stand was that parliamentary work in 
this epoch CAN NOT be revolutionary. 
The bourgeois state, of which parlia- 
ment is a part, is organically insep- 
arable from the counter-revolutia 
and can not be used in any way, shape 
or form to promote the revolutionary 
process. Either revolutionaries wil! 
have to water down their politics in 
parliament or the bourgeoisie wil! 
not allow them to use parliament es a 
“tribune!'. As Herman Gorter stated in 
his polemic against Lenin on this 
question: 

First of all, the argument about - 
propaganda in parliament. This is 

an insignificant argument, for the 
non-communist workers, that is “he 
social-democratic, christian, or 
other bourgeois-oriented workers, 
usually do not hear anything about 
our parliamentary speeches from 
their newspapers. The speeches are 
mostly distorted. We therefore do 
not reach them with these par|ia- 
mentary speeches. We only reach them 
throu 


"Theses on the Basic Tasks of the Communist 


' tion to the 


knows no boundaries, 
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The CI spoke of the need to reach the : 


masses who still have illusions in par- 
liament by entering parliament. Howev- _ 
er, those backward elements who are 
confused as to the nature and role of 
parliament will have their illusions 
REINFORCED, not weakened, if they see 
communists participating in parliamen- _ 


tary debates. If parliament is no long- | 


er the center of gravity of political 
life, why give it any credibility in 
the eyes of the masses by participat- 
ing init? Communists should no more 


run election campaigns or take seats in 


parliament because "the masses have 
illusions", than they should join the 
clergy because the masses have illu- 
sions in the church. 

The inability of the CI to draw the 
correct conclusions from its funda- 
mentally correct analysis of the role 
of parliament in this epoch was bound 
to lead to betrayal and mystification 
if not corrected, as was borne out by 
the future development of the CI. 

Aside from the union:and parliamen- 
tary errors of the CI, there were two 
more serious errors. The first being 
the attitude of communists to wars of 
"national liberation'' and the second 
being the role of the commmnist party 
and its relationship to the working 
class as a whole. 

The CI position on the national 
question, which was essentially the 
Leninist position on the national 
question of support to the right of 


self-determination, defense and sup- = 


port of oppressed NATIONS against 
oppressor NATIONS, and support of so- 
called revolutionary national libera- 
tion struggles, was essentially a 
counter-revolutionary policy and flies 
in the face of the Marxist slogans 
"The workers have no fatherlandi!! 

By imparting a revolutionary role 
to the colonial bourgeoisie, the Len- 
inists placed themselves in alliance 
with one sector of the bourgeoisie 
against another sector. As capitalism 
had ceased to be historically progres- 
sive INTERNATIONALLY, this meant a 
bloc with a section of a class that 
could ONLY play a counter-revolution- 
ary role, whether it be in Germany, 
Russia, the United States or Ethiopia. 
The task for revolutionary communists 
was to propagate true proletarian in-. 
ternationalism. Not the classless con- 
cept of the weak against the strong, 
but the revolutionary concept of the 
workers of the entire world against 
the capitalists of the entire world. 
The task of communists is to point out 
that national indépendence is no solu-_ 
problems of the working 
Only the class struggle, which 
no nationalities, 
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class. 
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an bring the working class out of the 
pad-end which capitalism has thrust it 
ito. 

While the Leninist policy on the na- 
ional question adopted by the CI was 
definite departure from Marxism, it 
ad less practical significance at 

hat precise moment, than did the es- 
entially substitutionist position 
oncerning the role of the communist 
arty in the proletarian revolution, 
hich the CI adopted. By 1920 the 
oncepts of "all power to the soviets'', 
every cook an administrator", and 

not by a state of bureaucrats, but by 
state of the armed workers'' (Lenin, 
TATE AND REVOLUTION, 1917) had grad- 
ally given way to a more and more 
ubstitutionist view of the party's ° 
ble vis-a-vis the class and the exer- 
ise of the dictatorship of the prole- 
ariat. 


‘This substitutionism was essentially - 


carry-over from the old Social -Demo- 
ratic parliamentarism in which the 
ocial-Democrats functioned in the 
apitalist legislative institutions IN 
HE NAME OF the working class. However, 
ith the aavent of capitalst decadence 
he main task was not some party func- 
ioning in the name of the working. 
ss, but the working class ITSELF 
ctioning INITS OWN NAME, AS A 

ASS, carrying out its own tasks of 
1e destruction of capital and the 
nstruction of communism. 

How quickly the Bolshevik leader- 
rip of the CI (Lenin, Trotsky, Zi- 
viev) forgot the words of the 
anifesto of the First Congress re- 
arding the soviets: 

e proletariat has created a new 

d of apparatus, which embraces 
the entire working class regardless 
occupation or political maturity; 
lexible apparatus capable of con- 
ual renewal and extension, of 
wing broader and broader strata 

co its orbit, opehking its doors to 
working people in town and 
ntry who stand close to the pro- 
ariat. This irreplaceable organ- - 
tion of working class self-gov- 
ment, of its struggle, and later 
its conquest of State power, has 
en tested in the experience of 
jous countries and represents the 
eatest achievement and mightiest 
pon of the proletariat of our 

me. 
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councils being the organs of working 
class self-organization and sel f-gov- 
ernment, the task of organization and 
government, of the exercize of politi- 
cal power, was delegated to the party. 
The Communist International was begin- 
ning to substitute the idea of the 
dictatorship of the party for the 
CLASS dictatorship of the proletariat. 
For instance, Zinoviev wrote in the 
"Theses on the Role of the Communist 
Party in the Proletarian Revolution" 
(adopted by the Second Congress): 
Political power cannot be seized, 
organized, and operated except 
through a political party.. 


‘And further ons 


In the organization of a new prole- 
tarian red army, in the real de- 
struction of the bourgeois State ap- 
paratus and its replacement by the 
beginnings of a new proletarian 
State apparatus, in the fight ag- 
ainst_narrow craft tendencies ame- 
ong groups of workers, in the strug- 
gle against local and regional 
“patriotism', in clearing the way 
for a new labour discipline--in all 
these fields the communist party has 
the decisive word. By their own ex- 
ample its members must inspire and 
lead the majority of the working 
class. 
Within less than a year the latter 
sentence was cast into the closet of 
"revolutionary romanticism and "an- 
archo-syndicalist workerism' as the 
Russian Communist Party (Bolshevik) 
asserted its "decisive word" not by 
example and inspiration, but by cannon 
and bayonet in Petrograd and Kron- 
stadt. ; 
Trotsky spoke in favor of Zinoviev's 
Theses at the Second Congress saying: 
Today we have received a proposal 
from the Polish government to con- 
clude peace. Who decides such ques- 
tions? We have the Council of Peop- 
le's Commissars but it too must be 
subject to certain control. Whose 
control? The control of the working 
class as a formless, chaotic mass? 
No. The Central Conmittee of the 
party is convened in order to dis- 
cuss the preposal and to decied 
whether it ought to be answered. And 
when we have to conduct war, organ- 
ize new divisions and find the best 
elements for them--where fo we turn? 
We turn to the party. To the Central 
Committee. 
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From ''Through the Soviets the working 
class, having conquerea power, will 
manage all spheres of economic and cul- 
tural life" (Manifesto of the First 
Congress of the Communist Internation- 
al) to "the working class as a form- 
less, chaotic mass''. Indeed the CI and 
Trotsky (who drafted the Manifesto of 
the First Congress) had come a long 
way (in the wrong direction). 

Nor did Lenin stand in opposition to 
Trotsky and Zinoviev's anti-worker sub- 
stitution of the party for the class. 
In his "Theses on the Basic Tasks of 
the Communist International'' he wrotes 

In reality the education, training, 

and organization of the working and 

exploited masses under the influence 
and guidance of communists, their 
liberation from egoism, from section- 
alism, from the vices and weaknesses 
engendered by private property, their. 
transformation into a free union of 
free workers--all that is possible 
only in the actual course of the 
most acute class struggles, only 
when the vanguard of the proletariat, 
supported by all or by a majority 

of this class, which is the only 

revolutionary class, has overthrown 

and suppressed the exploiters, freed 
the exploited from their position of 
slavery and improved their condi- 
tions of life at the expense of the 
expropriated capitalists. 
If we take out the prepositional and 
participial phrases about support, etc. 
we find the meat of the sentence: 
“only when the vanguard...has over- 
thrown and suppressed the exploit- 
ers, freed the exploited... 

Thus, for Lenin, the working class, 
which he gives lip service to as the 
“only revolutionary class" is re- 
placed as the subject of the revolu- 
tion by the "vanguard", the communist 
party. The class is relegated to the 
role of supporting actor while the 
party plays the leading role in the 
"class" revolution. 

Such ideas are not the ideas whic 
will lead to working class revolution, 
nor are they the ideas which led to 
such a revolution in Russia in 1917. 
The guiding theme of the Russian Rev- 
olution was not the "primacy of the 
party", but "all power to the sovi- 
ets''. And '"'all power! means ALL POWER. 
PARTY AND CLASS 

However, while the primacy of the . 
workers' councils, the organs of the 
class as a whole, must constantly be 
borne in mind, revolutionaries must 
net infer from this that an interna- 
tional party of revolutionary workers 
is not necessary. The lessons to be 
drawn from the sustitutionist degen- 
eration of the Communist Internation- 
al should concern the role of the 
revolutionary party and its relation- 
ship to the class as a whole, not 
whether or not such a party should 
exist. 

The revolutionary party is not nec- 
‘essary because of some abstract sup- 
rahistorical reason. It is not neces- 
sary because "Marx and Lenin said so". 
It is necessary only as a vehicle for 
the organized intervention of the 
revolutionary Marxist minority of the 
class and those intellectuals who 
have bound themselves to the prole- 
tarian struggle and subordinated them- 
selves to that struggle.Such a party, 
composed of revolutionary workers, 
fights for heightened class con- 
sciousness within the struggles of the. 


ARCHIVES OF THE REVOLUTION is a reg- 
ular feature of WORKERS! TRUTH. Each 
month we reprint for the benefit of 
our readers part or all of a particu- 
lar speech, article or document from 
the. vast and rich heritage of the rev- 
olutionary Marxist movement. In this 
issue we reprint a text by the Italian 
Left "For Revolutionary Socialism and 
Against Degeneracies''. This text was 
first published in IL SOCIALISTA, the 
organ of the Naples section of the It- 


The revolutionary current of the It- 
alian Socialist Party, which is perhaps 
not the majority, as the numerical es- 
timations given by the Congress seem 

- to indicate, must find its bearings 
and show that it has not "lost its 
head!', despite the insinuations of 


aS ‘those who without cause put forwara 
a recent particular case. At the hour 
ee when all the reformists and petty 


; bourgeois democrats want to profit 

aE ae from the international events in or- 

> der to take revenge, with the noisy 
complicity of some of those who have 
deserted our ranks, on the effort ac- 

4. complished these last years by Italian 
socialism for freeing itself from the 
string of hazy doctrines and petty in- 
trigues, it is indispensable to firmly 
defend the doctrine and tactic which 
has experienced a triumphal diffusion 
in the most conscious section of the 
Italian proletariat these last years. 

In co-ordinating their directives 
and in laying out a reliable plan of 
political action, socialists worthy 
of the name will confront the equivo- 
cal and poisonous propaganda that is 

_ gaining ground in the masses, and 
those newly formed pseudo-revolution- 
aries, the interventionists, to their 
rightful place, that of castrators of 
socialism, like all those whom our par- 
ty has abandoned on its way in the 
course of recent battles. 

Tomorrcw, in all the states engaged 
in the conflict, the duel between rev- 
olutionary socialism and democratic 
reformism will resume, including where 
today the socialist proletariat appears 
to be deadened, and where it seems to 
have acknowledged the value and histor- 

| ical mission of institutions which it 

ee might have denied and combatted. 

e And the victory then will not be that 
of today's facile prophets who already 
see our doctrine annihilated, our tac- 
tics broken by the class struggle, 

_the aspiration to the proletarian 

= international destroyed; they describe 

: a proletariat converted to the bour- 
: geois necessities, preoccupied with 
ae national realities and interests, turn- 

s ed docile ally of the progress and ex- 

tension of democracy, relieved of the 

utopia of social revolution--a prole- 

Ue tariat that lets itself be easily per- 

ety suaded to co-operate with the advent or 
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of the 


Revolution. 


For Revolutionary Socialism and 
Against Degeneracies 


alian Socialist Party on December 17, 
1914. Sixty years ago last month in 
August 1914 European Social-Democracy, 
virtually as a whole, capitulated to 
the capitalists' war efforts in the 
first imperialist world war. The voices. 
of revolutionary socialism were few 
and scattered throughout Europe. In 
our March 1974 issue we publ ished 
"Theses on the Tasks of International 
Social Democracy'' by the INTERNATION- 
ALE group in Germany. These two ten- 


a ee ee a ec a oe RE SR AR ARE RE ERNE cn ae : : 


an entirely democratic and parliamen- 
tary world, based on plebiscites and 
universal suffrage, entirely republican 
and divided into independent national - 
ities...without even bothering to know 
if the carrying out of such a program 
leaves the bases of the capitalist re- 
gime and of economic oppression intact 
.+» The workers of all countries will 
fight tomorrow, after the epilogue of 
this appalling tragedy, against the 
falsifiers who camouflage themselves in 
the guise of a realist interpretation 
of history, which is only bourgeois 
mythology destined to blind the prole- 
tariat so as to better send it to the 
slaughter-house and maintain it in its 
servitude. But we revolutionary social- 
ists must begin to respond RIGHT NOW 
in Italy. 

We cannot reconstitute the Interna- 
tional today--or what we can do in this 
sense is not much. But we can, inside 
neutral Italy, fight against the char- 
latans of war, democratic and nation- 
alist socialism, and coalesce our en- 
ergies in a nucleus capable of knowing 
how--with more or iess success--to 
pass the ordeal by fire tomorrow of 
this much acclaimed war which will be 
at one and the same time statist, na- 
tional, imperialist, irredentist, mon- 
archist, democratic and republican, 
and which will begin in the chaotic fer- 
mentation of all the bourgeois lies, 
propagated in paroxysms of criminal 
excitation. 

We must prepare ourselves for a des- 
perate resistance: if it can be a vio- 
lent resistance by the proletariat as 
a whole, it will be a powerful ideo- 
logical resistance--and those who see 
revolutionary action only where there 
is uproar, scuffle and tumult would be 
quite wrong in smiling. 

If all the socialist parties, even 
without success in staving off the 
war, had succeeded in not letting 
themselves become contaminated--as in 
Serbiat--, if Karl Liebknecht had not 
been alone in the German parliament, 
why those most cavalier grave-diggers 
of socialism, those most bare-faced 
interventionist mystifiers would make 
use of another language! 

We must courageously prepare our- 
selves, on the socialist foundations 
of our opposition to the war, in clear 


‘from democratic condescension or from— 


fos ee, 


dencies, the Italian Left and the 
German Left, represented the major 
voices of revolutionary socialism in 
Western Europe. Together with the 
Russian Bolsheviks they provided the 
ideological basis for the revitaliza- 
tion of the international workers! 
movement with the massive class up- 
surge of 1918-1920 and the foundation 
al Communist International in 
919. 


ly fixing the goals and the roads for 
our propaganda within the proletariat. 
This propaganda must be carried out 
without any concession, nor any com- 
promise. It must necessarily be op- 
posed to bourgeois ideas, it must be 
exempt from all patriotic weakness, 


philistine sentimentalism. Many neu- 
tralist comrades are making a propa- 
ganda that does not fill these last 
conditions: the assert the same oppo-. 


sition to the war as us, they justify 
it by some particular, contingent rea- 
sons, they render sentimental homages 
to some adverse assertions and ten- 
dencies, while limiting themselves to 
a cold allusion to the SOCIALIST mo- 
tivations of our campaign. All this-- 
we wil! not linger te demonstrate-- 
leaves itself open to the criticism 
and bad faith of our adversaries, and 
plays into the hands of those who ap- 
propriate the label of revolutionaries 
while singing hymns to the war. It is 
necessary that a current arise today = 
that can be the logical continuator of 
those who have maintained the most 
solid intransigence, in order to co- 
ordinate the directives and action 
against the war in the most resolute 
and radical way. 

We must state our ideas precisely 
and harden our tactics, we must con- 
front the justifications of our ad- 
versaries' attitude and dispel their 
ambiguities. The discussion is not in- 
opportune, on the contrary it is in- 
dispensable. In this battle which may 
seem purely polemical, we will work 
for tomorrow. 

Tomorrow, making use of new lessons, 
many of which are within our reach to- 
day, the proletariat will make its 
great revision of international social- — 
ism. 

It will not be useless when Italian 
revolutionary socialism brings its con- 
tribution and experience, after having | 
led the battle against the most, auda- 
cious suggestions of the bourgeoisie 
for entering the war. Whatever the out- 
come of such a battle may be--we re- 
peat--it is necessary that it have 
been confronted with precise goals. 

We begin by defending our doctrine : 
against the philistines. We orient our 
propaganda against the war on the so- 


cialist and revolutionary path. We de- 
fend our fundamental ideas. 

To whomever has smiled on seeing that 
we content ourselves with an ideologi-— 
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be imposed on the class is the fact 
that at a given time the class is not 
demonstrably strong and conscious 
enough to resist and assert itself. 
When it is strong such laws will be 
mere shreds of paper. In periods when 
the class has not been defeated by 
the bourgeois state in open confron- 
tation (as now) the most important 
factor is the level of working class 
consciousness which all bourgeois 
factions attempt to depress. Outside 
of decisive confrontations the ruling 
class will yield, no matter how large 
its arsenal of laws, if it thinks the 
balance of forces is against it at 
the time. For example, when the five 
London dockers were imprisoned in 1972 
walkouts by hundreds of thousands of 


=a0 History from page 5) 


class as a whole. Having come to the 
realization that a class conscious 
struggle against capital in every way, 
shape or form is necessary, it is not 
sufficient for revolutionary workers 
to simply raise this perspective with 
their friends and neighbors and the 
other workers in their plant or even 
their city (or country for that mat- 
ter). It is necessary for them to or- 
ganize themselves for a coherent, 
‘centralized intervention on an inter- 
national plane. This is so, not be- 
cause someone wanted it te be so, but 
because the struggle for class con- 
sciousness and the struggle against 
capital (of which the struggle for 
consciousness fs a part) is an in- 
ternational struggle. It must there- 
fore be faced by revolutionaries on 
an international basis from an inter- 
national perspective. 

The revolutionary party is not sup- 
er imposed on the class struggle at the 
_ whim of revolutionaries. Rather, it de- 

velops out of the struggle itself; 
while at the same time acting as an 
integral factor in that struggle (not 
THE factor, but A factor). It is at 
the same time actor and acted upon, for 
it grows and develops as the struggle 
itself and revolutionary class con- 


wu. LAYOFFS from page & 


bounds of the unions, uniting with 
workers from other industries, that 
our struggles can go forward. 
Blinded by the union mystification 
of "legitimate" profits, the CPIC 
leaflet states: 
We know that you, too, have seen the 
_ effects of unbridled automation in 
your neighborhood. Publishing house 
workers, refinery workers, meat 
packers, steel workers, clerical 
workers everywhere in Chicagoland 
have had their jobs dumped in the 


wsECONOMY src 


_ along national lines. In otner words 

_ each country becomes an economic unit 
competing with the other countries. 

The aifferences between individual cap-- 
italists competing within a country are 
ultimately subordinated by the state 
which gears these different capitals 
for competition against other countries. 
As each country expands its resources 
(new factories, etc.) the market becomes 
tighter and tighter until finally the 
combined proauctive output of all these 
_. different countries exceeds what soci- 


cal battle, the party of Italian so- 
Cialism, young, vital, strong and in- 
tact, will respond tomorrow in ful- 


workers and the possibility of a 
spontaneous general strike got the 
men released. Similarly, the Scottish 
miners jailea in Dunfermline dur ing 
the 1972 strike were also released 
after massive demonstrations and mil- 
itant picketing outside the courts. 


_ Compare that with the fate of the 


building workers jailed recently at 
Shrewsbury for their militancy during 
their 1972 strike. So much for the 
"rule of law'. Application of the law 
only when POSSIBLE is the tactic. When 
the time comes for the bourgeoisie to 
back up its laws with extensive state 
violence, irrespective of the strength 
of the class, they will be heading for 
a massive confrontation. And by then 
the class will have gone well beyond 


sciousness in the working class grow 
and develop. 

The revolutionary party must see it- 
self as SUBORDINATE to the workers! 
councils. This does not mean that it 
must aaapt itself to reformist illu- 
sions in the class, or that it must 
net fight within the class for a break 
with anti-class policies which this or 
that council or even the entire coun- 
cil network might adopt. However, the 
revolutionaries must constantly bear 
in mind that this fight is an ideolog- 
ical fight, a fight for developing 


class consciousness. It is not a fight 


to gain posts and positions of power 
so as to manipulate the class. Nor is 


. it aamissible to substitute the will 


of the party for the will of the 
class, EVEN IF THE CLASS IS WRONG. 
The party must fight within the 
classwide organs of struggle, the 
councils, to win the class to the 
correct perspective. FOR IT IS ONLY 
_ THROUGH THESE CLASSWIDE ORGANS THAT 
THE WORKERS' STRUGGLE CAN GO FORWARD. 
A revolutionary minority, no matter 
_ how dedicated or sincere it may be, 
can not substitute its will for the 
will of the class. If it does, it 
creates a chasm between itself and 
the class and becomes a tool of the 


river for the unreasonable profit 

demands of multinational or conglo- 

merate giants. - 
What are "unreasonable" profit ae-. 
mands? The bosses think that no pro- 
Fit demand is reasonable. Shoulan't 
they be allowed a "healthy"! return on 
their investment? We say NO! ALL PRO- 
FIT DEMANDS ARE UNREASONABLE. It is 
the working class that produces value 
through our labor, not the investments: 


. Of stock market moguls and government 


bureaucrats. Our struggle against lay- 
offs must be a struggle against the 


ety can realize. Thus a crisis of over- 
preduction. : 

The first world war was a product of 
the permanent crisis which capitalism 
is now locked into. With only a certain 
amount of goods which can be sold, and 
too many capitalists trying to sell the 
bourgeoisie have to fight to see who 
gets the market, in other words who con- 
tinues to survive as a capitalist. Thus 
the different countries actea like a 
bunch of people stuck in a mine running 
out of air and each one trying to cut 
the others' throats so as to survive 


filling its duty against all their 
provocations and constraints, whatever 
the risk may be. : 


fighting for the restitution of "“hard- 
won rights''. 

Parliamentary elections exist as 
part of a process of mystification of 
the state. So long as the working 
class participates in these charades, 
it will reinforce the illusion that in 
this way it can ameliorate or improve 
its condition. This does not mean that 
we would support campaigns to boycott 
elections for this would merely rein- 
force their powers of fixation; it is 
not a question of "to.vote or not to 
vote’. Only when the working class un- 
derstands the function of elections in 
capital and attempts to solve its 
problems on a class basis can it burst 
through this ideological confinement 
and assert itself POLITICALLY as a 
class. Then we will be in a pre-revo- 
lutionary situation. 

to be continued 


capitalists. : : 
Finally, the party must be organ-. 
izea not on the basis of "iron dis- 
cipline'', but on the basis of ideo- 
logical homogeneity. Only in this 
way can a party be truly democratic 
and still carry out a centralized 
coherent intervention. The organiza- 
tion of revolutionaries must be on 
the basis of (in Alexander Bogdanov's 
words) "socialist comradely rela- 
tions". Not "leaders" and "masses", 
but communists. Such communist organ- 
ization must be counterposed to the 
Leninist organizational basis of a 
rigid, hierarchical, authoritarian 
conception of a "professional revolu- 


‘ tionary" clique of bourgeois intellec- 


tuals leading a "mass organization" of 


mindless workers (that "formless, cha- 


otic mass''). The words of the Left Bol- 
sheviks of 1909-1910 said in their 
journal VPERED (FORWARD) woula serve 
well as an organizational guide for 
revolutionaries today: i 
---we will insist...on the recon- 
struction of the Bolshevik faction 
on new foundations so that its ideo- 
logical solidarity will be achieved 
not through formal centralization, 
through the living ideological 


To be continued: 


system that produces layoffs, the sys- 
tem that generates profit demands, the 
system that allows a man or woman to 
be thrown onto the dole for the en- 
richment of a few parasites (and we 
don't mean "welfare chiselers'', we 
mean the "'respectable" citizenry of 
high society and government). Our 
struggle against layoffs must be a 
struggle agaimst CAPITALISM. 

* * * * * 
(Next month's issue will contain a 
critique of the "left's" answer to 
layoffs) 


the longest. 

This is what we are headed for today. 
Barring a working class revolution we 
are headea for war. Capitalism in this 
epoch shows the highest point of insan- 
ity as its only"'solution"™ to overpro- 
duction can be found in destruction. 

Only a system of production which is 
run by the producers (workers) can ra- 
tionally manage the.means of produc- 
tion. Capitalism must be swept aside. 
There is only one class which is cap- 

_ able of carrying out this task. That 
is the working class. 


FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM! 


' The world we live in is a world 
lwhere people are divided into classes 
according to their role in production. 
The two major classes in society are 
the capitalist class and the working 
‘class. The capitalists own the means 
of production (factories, machines, 
‘etc.) but produce nothing. The workers 
on the other hand, receive only meag- 
-er wages for the sale of their labor 
power to the capitalists. Almost all 
production in society is done by the 
workers. However, almost all the ben- 
efits from this production go to the 
capitalists. The basis for production 
in this society is profit. The capi- 
talists are not interested in having 
the workers produce things that peop- 
le can use or that people need. They 
are only interested in what makes them 
the biggest profit. Thus, while the 
capitalists get richer and richer, the 
workers are worse off than they were 
before. 

In order to increase profits the 
capitalists resort to all sorts of 
techniques which most of us are fam- 
iliar with:speed-up, wage cuts, unem- 
ployment, labor-saving machinery. 
While, for instance, labor-saving 
machinery would be progressive in a 
society run by the workers, it does 
nothing under capitalism but throw 
them on the dole. It is just another 
attack on the working class. 
Another feature of capitalist soci- 
fgety is war. Every day there is a war 
going on somewhere in the world. This 


ists to wage war in order to get ahead 
of the capitalists in other countries. 
The working class has no interests in 
supporting these wars. What the work- 
ers want is peace. However, there can 
be no peace until the capitalists and 
their system have been removed from 
power and replaced by a society run 
by the workers on an international co- 
Operative basis. : 
To do this, it is of no use electing 


Ask any pressman, mailer or type- 
setter at the Chicago Tribune and 
they'l1 tell you that there's more to 
closing down the Chicago Today news- 
paper than meets the public eye. For 
many it means the loss of their job, 
being forced onto unemployment (and 
with the current state of the economy 
and the chances of getting another job, 
welfare when the unemployment runs 
out). For others it means being trans- 
formed inte a aay laborer overnight, 
having to call in every day to see if 
there's any work. For those "iucky" 
enough to still have jobs it will mean 
earlier shift starts and longer hours 
to get out the ''new 24-hour Tribune''. 
Behina the layoffs ana the cropping 
of Chicago Today is that ola capital- 
ist stana-by: King Profit. In order to 
keep up its profits the Tribune Com- 
pany is forced (like all companies and 
state enterprises) to rationalize pro- 
duction, bringing in '"labor-saving'! 
machinery so as to get the most pro- 
auction out of the least number of 
workers. A leaflet distributed by the 


Concernea Printers Information Commit. _ 


tee (CPIC) states: 
The Tribune Company wants the publ ic 

; to believe that the reason for the 
layoff is the cemise of Chicago To- 
| gay» We who make the paper Know bet- 


is due to the necessity of the capital- 


people to Congress or as President. The 


Layoffs and Capitalism 


\government is nothing more than the 
/executive committee of the ruling class. 
‘It is the owners of the big corpora- - 
| tions who have the final say as to what 
goes on. It is necessary to organize 
our own workers! councils. The coun- 
cils will be the class rule of the 

» workers after the revolutionary over- 
throw of capitalism. When capitalism 
goes Congress will go with it. All the 
democracy surrounding Congress is just 

-@ sham to keep us tied to this system. 
It is democracy for the rich, for the 

capitalists. Our democracy will be 
real democracy, proletarian democracy, 
the democracy of the many. We do not 
simply want a workers' government, we 
want a workers' republic. 

In the process of waging the class 
istruggle, the working class develops 
the revolutionary class consciousness 
necessary for carrying out its task of 
destroying the capitalist social order 
and replacing it with an international 
.CO-operative order of all producers, 
socialism. The acquisition of revolu- 
tionary class consciousness does not, 
however, occur simultaneously through- 
out the class as a whole. Some workers 
will see the need for a revolutionary 
struggle against all the institutions 
and mystifications of capital (e.g. 
elections, unions, united fronts, na- 
tional liberation movements) before 
the rest. It is necessary for these 
revolutionary workers to organize 
themselves into a revolutionary party 
so as to carry out a coherent, cen- 
tralized COMMUNIST intervention into 
‘the struggles of their class. The pur- 
pose of this intervention is not to 
set themselves up as "leaders'', but to 
pose the necessity of generalizing is- 
olated struggles into a classwide 
struggle against the capitalist system. 
While such a party is both democratic 
‘and centralized, it is not "democrat- 
ic-centralist" in the Leninist sense 
of an artificial "iron discipline''. 

On the contrary, its centralization 
- comes from the living ideological link 


ter. IT IS A COVER-UP. Chicago Toda 
js being convertea to the 24-hour 
Tribune for the primary purpose of 
disguising a layoff which is due to 
the introduction of computers. 
Layoffs are nothing new. They're some- 
thing which we've seen before and which 
many of us have experienced. More im- 
portantly they're something we'll be 
seeing a lot more of as American capi- 
tal finds it more and more difficult 
to deflect the problems of the current 
world economic crisis away from itself 
and onto the other countries. In oraer 
to maintain their position as a world 
economic power, they will have to re- 
sort more and more to layoffs and pro- 


ductivity increases. There is no other 
way out for them short of war itself 
and the military destruction of their 
rivals, a step which they are neither 
willing nor prepared to take at this 
time. Faced with the inevitability of 
Faced with the inevitability of lay- 
offs and speed-up, what can we do? 
What shoula our answer be? Unfortunate- 
ly, many workers (among them the CPIC 
at the Tribune) are turning to the un- 
ions for help. But it is the unions 
themselves who paved the way for these 
layoffs. The CPIC leaflet itselt even 
states: ; 


For years the Chicago Typographical 


ee es 


_ stituted their authority for that of 


1+ offs. It is 


of its cadre. It is not a party of 
"leaders'' and "masses", with the "rank 
and file following "'the line's it is 
an organization of revolutionary com- 
munist workers, whose fundamental id- 
ecological and programmatic agreement 
enables them to carry out coherent cen 
tralized intervention on the basis of 
the fullest democracy. However, it is 
not enough to build such a party here 
in the United States. Capitalism is a 
world system. Even so-called ''Commun- 
ist" Russia and China are capitalist 
(state capitalist). In order to wage 

a successful worldwide struggle 
against capitalism, the workers! strug 
gle and the revolutionary workers par- 
ty must be international. It is as 
part of the process of the devel opment 
of the International Party of Revolu- 
tionary Workers that the Revolutionary 
Workers Group and WORKERS! TRUTH ex- 
ist. 

In 1917 the Russian workers, organ- 
ized in revolutionary soviets (work- 
ers' councils), seized power under 
the leadership of the Bolshevik Party. 

However, the revolution was isolated 
due to the failure of the revolutim 
in Western Europe, and the Russian 
workers, exhausted from the hard strug 
gle in a backward country, lost power — 
as the Bolsheviks more and more sub-. 


the working class, until the point was 
reached in 1921 where the Bolsheviks 
and the working class stood on opposite 
sides of the class line. However, des- 
pite the defeat of the workers in 1921, 
their struggle and victory in 1917 re- 
mains, along with the Paris Commune of 
1871, as a beacon for workers through- 
out the world. 

Under capitalism we workers are noth 
ing more than menials. We deserve a 
better life. We deserve social ism. 
However, it will not be handed to us 
on a platter. We must fight for it. 
For if we ao not fight for socialism, 
we will be handed barbarism. Socialism 
or barbarism? FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM! 


Union has cooperated to the fullest 

in allowing the introduction of auto- 

mated, computerized equipment. 
The union knew perfectly well what it 
was doing. The handwriting has been on 
the wall for some time in the printing 
industry. Equipment is being brought 
into the Tribune editorial offices that 
will allow the reporter to set his own ~ 
type as he writes the final draft of 
his story. 

All of this has been done with the a 
blessing of the union. If anyone can —— 
be accused of doublecrossing, it is 
the union which tricked the workers — e 
into thinking that it was on their side 
side, when in reality it was only doing 
the dirty work for the bosses. roe 

Nor is this simply an example of an — 
isolated "bad'' union. Since the first 
world war, when capitalism entered a 
state of permanent crisis in which 
workers coula only achieve transitory 
fleeting gains, but nothing of perma- 
nent lasting effect (witness the "'pro- 
sperity" during post-war reconstruction — 
followed by economic chaos in the '30's 
and today), the unions have served as 
agents of capital. Their task has been 
to police workers in the shops, in- 
crease productivity and FACILITATE lay- 
only by going outside t 


+04 
ES Bed Se me Ses 


